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Loop-Manipulation Braiding: Short History

Maeako Kircakitz

Intreduction

Tl Tovp-uanipudetin (b Lranding touligue s Loz wed widly
around the world for & very long time because of iz operstdonal sim-
plivily el cwclloul poifieuuemwe. Witls Lo biasilig toulmiguss, i B
paesibls w uake wellcont ullcad baiks with 6 o 4 clomcots w i e
casc of huts-nchi, the Jammesc l-m sochaique, as many as 40 clomcnea,
The wpaity ol peuple wis live i ile unaksuiesd socicly, owover,
have complotcly Forgotton it to a dogres tha: fow romembored such a
techaugque had cver cxisted. Mocovening such a historcally sigaificant
tochuque from oblivien is onc of the most moteworty worss i the
hisiory of brood technology of the lost sentry.

Om account of the short ponied of tme we bave bom imvalved in the
remsarch of the teshnique, the history of the techrique is imited within
the extent of the information that we hove been abls to gather m droe
decades. We are stll able to discass the history of the w=chnique 1o an
oxtont beoouse taere ore specicl structural features orected by the
loops, paired and cormected ends of slements, that eaable us to identi-
fy the tachaique that has produced L brmds to & high degree of sccu-
rscy  In contrsst, with other beading techmques, eveaf the strachurs
of a braid has been determined afler o carefal examination, its con-
structon methed can only be presamed at Sest.

Genaral Description of L-m Braiding

A required number of loops of string in the required leageh are
anchared g 8 groun st one end 1o 8 support.

There are twn metands 10 the l-m bravhing depencding on how the
loope are held @ the hands: one 1 FINGER-HELD (£h) method snd
the ather HANTFHELD (h-h)

The -k F-m method: Ioops are individuzlly mounted oo finge rs of the
hamcls ss msnered

There are two ways of holding the hands with the f-h I-m method

*The palms fecing up (or facing cach other )

There agein witam this method are tvo wavs 10 pick the Inop for the
transfes.

We call these two methods Method 1 end 2 in this paper.

Iethod 1: using the index fimger jor ou ter finger) (Fhotw!)

Method 2: using the ring or small fin ger ior nner finger) (Photo 27
+The pabns g down, (Flols 3)

Fur Iz bi-h b pweihuond: Uie kg ace Qivided i bwu sooges o pic-
sriled mumbey scts il e slipocd vo aoued Ge lawks. (Fig. 1)
Biraiding iz dorc for both #h and k-2 mothods by rasfornng aloon a
a tims through the inside and also, in the cass of brh, around the out-
ke ul utlics hasges o v had woils vile: scvading wols spoiliv
scts of imatuctons

Afflcr cvery mop acwly mtorlaced loops arc prosscd againe the Gl o
tighten the stracturs by varous mems: by broiders spreading their

owm wms apart, oc by s foot, an sesistant or a beabing device beating at
the Fell

The technique produces braids with umiform stitches and width con-
trolled by the mechmsm of the techmque tselt.

History
Anczent Era

The oldesi may date to the 1 30 contury b.c

A several cm long bruid frogment from o |3t century be. Epyption
mming temple ot & minng and smeking canp in the southem desert
oren of Istel wos reported os o brod with 0a wnorthodox patter (U0}
by . Shamir and A Bognsk in 10881

The U0 beaids are a groap of Lm bmids with stuctares thot come nat-
nrally for the t-h method B ame rerehy made woth other hrmdmg tech-
mimas inchudng the bh Lm fechmope: The oo lands = the 10
brads n parncaler sre found m the great mojonty of places whers £-h
l-m 1= pracheedd shat o one of Feee o was hr‘1|nr| 2wn ean determme
in high diepree af acenmny taar it had heen made nsng e Lm (Phot
4

TTnfortunately the renoact hy Shamic and Raginss hasmt hesn nan-
firmed because it gave no reference thal allows a third party to exem-
ine the evidence.

Fosmbilies of tve Sth-cemnry b ¢, ar older resorrces and spectmans

eporied thar there are resources md materiels that sugpes:
iy of ilre practive of U ko odesgue i Cluoss duing see-
cral venbwics b
Ho. |: Omura posulstes that the braiding wchnigue alluded o in the
e it ul G bawd g stas of s deivon of slaiot hosss Gl
i by g nSkile i (Buoh wl Suugs)’ wis likely e i boen
thc m tochnigquc. Ifthisis ruc we can say that the bm braiding was
vzl at loast i e 1l wwatoey b i Clina®,

. 2: Omura roports that she wimcmced hagments of AT fabric cxca-
vated from Chu tombs (the 2th—4th o b.c.) in [hibo Provines.
Hi i» ua eabcusly sheor silh Goluic with @ plais-woaredihe ubligue
twining pattarn (POT). Two production tockniques, fic cquivalsat to
thc ply-split (p-sh md the km, have boen proposcd by Weng Xa for the
fobme ‘rngrnem: of the som s siuoturs enoovated from the Lot centary
L. tonwls i Manndrue, el Poorimes ™

Ancther posnbility: the Iei-ceniury Lacedibe POT specimens fom
China

Answering fo the proposals of thess twe hypothotical constructon
mcthods, [ presented a method that cnables bo distiv guish the fabrics
made using tac two technigues p-s and I-m) from onc ancther®),
{Plesiu 53

Xi 12 afaboic with ho structurc that ' Collingwood coincd as plan
chligus twining (POT) in his book, The Technigue of Ply-Spht Broid-
ing. The passibility of the fabris boving been made using the p = was
denied whan the dotaled fatas of the fabrics was comparcd with the
sulaaped iy wwals Ly . N of s 2 fagusut?). "nm L
is the 1 as the e sxtra
Falnivs sl as a.

1) Rothanbucg, 3., Egpptics Mining
Temnleox T, nicfuio
I (7 Harhmann atal T ol

ae for Archace Metalungeal
Suckes (2] natitule of Archaeel.
2qgy, Urivaraity Colla g, Londen;
Fambaroagh, Hams. Distioued for
TA LS by T harmes and Hiddean
wlE

LERERARIAL OO

oL L

Protc 4 Swaotchos of the tvo
ks of |0 wAde hal am
Tounad wieel wliem

2) Omura, M, Handing Homses as
il t3 Braid, Taking Raine s

Clarageii Tnsttuts for Cultsnal Frer
ey, 2004

_1] Mamcheny taami fa mm
2 o o

.l\w\l!': o Mdarchens. (_'hnm

Acadany of Bocld Belence, Tasti-

Uitz of Archaeclegy, 1581

Protz 5 POT swatch mads
loosay D show s STuciue Us-
ing *hl mrfochnique.

< Kincshita, M. OB Comstrucuan
Muathed of & Lacy Silk Fabriz Fag
amers froas Tonds Mo Lt Tas Do
Hai Ftedvm bian St (19743

It crmaeticn ! Auvecia
riow of Cosmume, ma. 15, 1999

) Nunama, 1 Yozas mo Kgan g2
kodel kiru=cChrigin of ver! cuinre
and ancient eilk Talkye,
W wrmibaby, 1990



lland braiding

Andean aling braids 53

Peruvian Hand Held Braids
Redrick Owen

The inctrietiens helow follosy the Tormat of my firet hook “Rraids”
et impporLanl publicaions bave been willen oo sling begds and
are listed below

There ate three swethod: of makisg the core beaids. Hand held 2 they
do in Peru and Nepal, Card supported and Mansdai All thege dasigne
can be nged for the hand, card, and manedsi methorde

Fhow by Mary Moser 1om
Gldiny Brais of the Andss
{Mdele Cahlarder, 1880)

Fhoto by T. Matsumoto from
Ancea Slitg Sraics ( Viadoo
Tada 1£96)

Matorials

Thres colours will be required
Joor the wlies, The samaple shown
here is a woollen yam 4mne dia.

Warp Preparation

16 Strand two colour brac.

11T eontrasting colonts o clesrly define the partam

Lyt for lengihs of the chosen twn colonrs | matre eng

33 Faold the warp in two and bind the warp as shown to create a handle
tor hold in the hand while making the beaid.

<) When preporing the warp for this 16 dmnd two colour beaid make
sure hat the dark and light threads placed in the comec: position.

5y Light colour wthe Nerd aml Soath and dark w e West and East
63 The making inanictions for wwo desi gns are @ven below.

1. Cablander, A.. fling Braids of the Andes, Weavers Joamal Monograph IV 1580
I Owen, R, Fraldr, R0 Farerns from fopan, Fer and Bevond, Chssel, Lomdon | 595
3. Speser. M, The Momue ! of Braiding. Basel, 1983

4Tak, M., ARKan SIRg Braldr, Texw, Ti

1995

70 Andoan sling braids
1€ Siend Spiral

This method of making this versicn of the spiral brad is known in
Peru, Tibet and Nepal It is not the same structure as Kongo Gua.
The colows are arranged oppowite each other a2 shown Make the
braid by repeating Seps 1&

Step ! Step 2
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28 Strand three colours braid

Tor nakee o brasid cut 1 metre kengtis as follows, 6 blse. 4 nedand <
yellow Dind a handle as for the 10 stiand braid

[ hdod ]
While binding take Colonr setup @ 1 _
care tn keep The core e, AN
in the centre of Lhz 4 '\\

5 = . L
warp threads in
colour arder as shown .
n Figl @
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Fig 4

Figuras 2 3 & 4 show tha process of core exchange. Fig 2 is taken
frem the making instructions il shows the red thread moviag From "X°
oy the eae where il exchanged with 2 yellow thiead Fig 3 shows the
red thread curled around a yellow core thread and is held locked n
place when the yellow thread is moved 1o Y. Fig 4 shows the red
thread tightly locked.
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Hanc brading
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