
1

Proceedings of the Second International 
Conference on Braiding

19 - 25 August 2012
Manchester, England 

edited by Shirley Berlin 
and Ruth MacGregor

Threads That Move



2

Threads That Move
Proceedings of the Second International Conference on Braiding

Editors:  Shirley Berlin and Ruth MacGregor

Published by The Braid Society

© 2012 The Braid Society
Copyrights for individual articles are retained by their authors.

All Rights Reserved.  Except as permitted under current legislation no part of this work may 
be photocopied, stored in a retrieval system, published, performed in public, adapted, 

broadcast, transmitted, recorded or reproduced in any form or by any means, without the 
prior permission of the copyright owner.

ISBN 978-0-9573127-0-8

Printing History:

August 2012 – First edition

Printed in England by
Gipping Press, Ltd

Needham Market, Suffolk

Additional copies are available from The Braid Society

www.braidsociety.com



3

Braids 2012
The Second International  
Conference on Braiding

Manchester Metropolitan University
Manchester, England

19- 25 August 2012

The first International Conference on Kumihimo took place in 
Kyoto, Japan in 2007. Organised by Makiko and Shinsaku Tada, it 
was a ground-breaking event for braiders and braiding. Everyone 
who attended wanted to do it again. It was the Braid Society 
Council who took up the challenge, especially Debbie Richardson 
who masterminded the Grand Plan. Society members and several 
Come and Try groups contributed to fund-raising.  The result was 
Braids 2012, the Second International Conference on Braiding.

The Braid Society Council 2011 - 2012

President	 Jacqui Carey

Chairman	 Steve Pretty
Deputy Chairman	 Shirley Berlin
Secretary	 Keith Bennett
Treasurer	 Debbie Richardson

Council members:	 Anne Dyer
	 Celia Elliott-Minty
	 Vanessa Hurran
	 Averil Otiv
	 Rosie Price
	 Marge Quinn

The focus of this second worldwide gathering expanded to 
embrace braiding traditions from many cultures, as these pages 
will show.

Thank you to our twenty-three authors and all of the tutors.
A full list of the tutors and their workshops appears at the end of  
these Proceedings.

We hope that readers will enjoy this lasting record of a wonderful  
mix of perspectives, techniques and personalities. It won’t be 
exactly like attending the conference, but perhaps you will get a 
flavour of what it was like to be there. 

Shirley Berlin and Ruth MacGregor
Editors
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Title page photos, top to bottom:
Ply split braiding, Erroll Pires Nelson, photo by  Valji Kalaji Solanki
Loop manipulation braiding, Joy Boutrup
Sámi band weaving, Elizabeth Kolb
Braided gold wire cuffs, Giovanna Imperia
Sprang military sash, Carol James
Backstrap weaving, Laverne Waddington
Detail of Miao sleeve panel, Jacqui Carey

Contents page photos, top to bottom:
Hani braiding stand, Jacqui Carey
Karakumi, Makiko Tada
Loop braided ‘double’ braid, Ingrid Crickmore
Ply split braiding, Barbara Walker
Inkle-woven passementerie, Robyn Spady
Sprang vest detail, Carol James

Photographs within an article are by the author unless otherwise noted.

Cover photo by Ruth MacGregor.

About the photographs
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